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In 2010, Lazaro was born a healthy newborn, but things began to change quickly. Lazaro 
was getting sick often -- he had frequent bouts of pneumonia with very high fevers. After 
numerous tests the doctors discovered that his red blood cells were not reproducing 
regularly which was causing his immune system to be weak and therefore making him prone 
to infections. Lazaro’s treatment plan started with infusions, but that wasn’t enough to sustain 
him so he had to begin chemotherapy. Making their journey from Russellville, Alabama to 
begin treatment in Birmingham was overwhelming for the family. Their baby boy was sick 
and they had to make a tough decision to leave their two teenage daughters at home with 
relatives. They knew there was no way that all five of them could stay in Lazaro’s hospital 
room. 

Because this family spoke very limited English, it was especially scary for them as they had a hard time understanding what 
was being done for their son. After treatment, Lazaro was released to Ronald McDonald House Charities of Alabama, but 
was instructed to be in total isolation. During the entire four months that his family stayed at the House, he wasn’t allowed 
to come out of his room unless he was headed straight to the hospital for blood work, testing or follow-up appointments. 

Lazaro’s room at RMHCA had a view of the courtyard and he could see the kids playing on 
the playground. He often told his parents that he could not wait until he was well enough to 
come out of his room to play with the other kids and take pictures with the Ronald McDonald 
statue. He knew that the House often hosted activites, but unfortunately his weak immune 
system prevented him from participating. 

The staff and volunteers had been working with Lazaro’s parents, despite the language barrier 
to find something special to brighten Lazaro’s stay. We knew we would have to deliver the 
happiness right to his room -- but how?

Finally, a day came when we knew what we could do. Lazaro heard someone knocking on his 
door and when he opened it there was a life-size Transformer just waiting to hang out with him. It 
was at that moment thoughts of his illness were pushed to the background. He was able to be a 
kid! Thanks to an awesome volunteer, Matthew Wheeler, we were able to brighten Lazaro’s stay 
with us. 

As we interviewed Lazaro’s mom, she couldn’t hold back her tears as she expressed her 
sincere appreciation for our House. It was only then that we found out that she had worked 
at McDonald’s in California for over 15 years.  She never imagined that her persistence in 
encouraging customers to donate their spare change in the canisters at McDonald’s restaurants, 
collecting items from the wish list, saving pop tabs, providing dinner for the families, and seeking 
monetary donations would ultimately benefit her own family.  When Lazaro’s mom was asked 
where she would have stayed if not for RMHCA she had a simple response, “there was no other 
option!“     

 
“No podríamos haber hecho esto si la Casa Ronald McDonald no fue puesto a disposición de 
nuestra familia. Nos gustaría agradecer a todos los empleados, voluntarios, donantes y otras 
familias de los huéspedes por su amor y apoyo. Estábamos verdaderamente bendecidos!”
- Lazaro’s Mom

Keeping Every Family Close No Matter the Obstacle
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A Love Note 
 from a Family

“The people here are 
amazing and caring and 

everyone staying here is like 
family..”

- Family in Room 202

From Where I’m Sitting...
From where I sit on my bench in the 
courtyard outside the House, I can spy 
on lots of folks. I have seen a lady 

several times recently and sometimes 
she has red and white striped bags with her. I wish 

she would bring one out to me because obviously they 
would match my outfit so well. 

You see, Allyson Harris is a Thirty-One Consultant and 
Thirty-One is a National Sponsor of Ronald McDonald 
Houses. Anyone can purchase a red and white striped 
item (denoted as an exclusive RMHC product on the Thirty-One website) and 
a portion of the proceeds are donated to the House. However, Allyson takes it one step 
further and purchases these RMHC bags in order to fill them with goodies so that she can 
then donate them to the families who call RMHC home. 

Allyson also routinely volunteers at the House fixing and serving meals 
and volunteers at events like the Heart of the House Gala. If you want to 
volunteer around the House or at our events like Allyson, contact Alma 
Moore at 205-638-7372 or at alma.moore@RMHCA.org.     

                  Talk to you soon,     

13th Annual Heart of the House Gala
Our Annual Heart of the House Gala was on August 7th at the 
Sheraton Birmingham. We had a great night raising money for 
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Alabama — thanks to our 
sponsors, volunteers, and guests we raised over $146,000. This 
money will go toward our yearly budget of $1.4 million to operate 
the House in Birmingham and the Family Room in Tuscaloosa. This 
is consistently our biggest fundraiser of the year and this year did 
not disappoint.

Guests started the night by enjoying cocktails and hors d’oeuvres while participating in some event 
games. They had the opportunity to purchase a Mystery Bag, play “Best of Live,” purchase necklaces 
to play Heads or Tails and even enjoy a glass of champagne while taking a chance at winning a 
Diamonds Direct necklace. The photo booth was also set up to capture silly faces and more!

We introduced Mobile Bidding for the first time this year for the 
Silent Auction which was a huge success. Guests loved being 
able to continue bidding from their dinner table. After dinner, 
they had a chance to participate in our Live Auction and then a 
DJ rocked the House so they could dance the night away. 

Save the date for August 5th, 2016 for our 14th Annual Heart of the House
Gala -- it is an event you don’t want to miss!



Event Highlights 

In Memorium: Max Cooper 1916-2015
 
We cannot help but think of the impact Max Cooper had on over 
37,000 families who called Ronald McDonald House Charities of 
Alabama home over the 36 years since the House’s founding. As  
co-founder of the fifth Ronald McDonald House in the world, 
Max was instrumental in bringing the charity to Birmingham. His 
contributions will continue to make a difference for many years to 
come. It is because of Max’s donations that both the first House 
built in Birmingham (in 1979) and the second (in 2007) opened 
debt-free, which was also the first and second to ever do so within 
the global organization. 

Because of his help and love for children and their families our 
House is truly “the house that love built.” 

During Max’s 99 years, he touched many lives. He worked for McDonald’s for over 55 years, but 
was known for saying he “never worked a day in his life.” He did not consider what he did work 
because he loved it!

Some refer to him as the “godfather of the Ronald McDonald House” here in Birmingham. There 
was never a time when he didn’t ask if there was anything any of our families needed, and what 
specifically he could do for them. He always had a smile and a sparkle in his eye. Max will 
forever be known for his big heart and his desire to make the world a better place. He was able 
to incorporate his passion into his work, a goal that only truly successful individuals achieve.

Upcoming 
Events

Birdies for Charity 
Now thru June 10th 

Pledge as little as 5 cents for each  
Birdie made during Regions Tradition.  

 
Fiesta Birmingham 

October 3rd 

Celebrate Hispanic Culture and hertiage 
with art, music, food and dance. 

Buddy Walk
October 4th 

Awareness, acceptance, adovacy and 
appreciation for every individual of every 

age with Down syndrome.

 
 Day of Change

October 15th 

On the anniversary of the first Ronald  
McDonald House, drop your change in a 

local McDonald’s canister for RMHC. 

 
Sanctuary 25

October 31st 

Charity event celebrating the anniversary 
of Birmingham’s first warehouse parties.

Elevate the Stage
January 16th & 17th 

 

Watch the Auburn and Alabama 
gymnastics teams compete on the podiums.

  
Red Shoe Run

January 23rd 

 

Walk, run or jog your way through 
Homewood for the 12th Annual 

Red Shoe Run. Registration is open.

Ronald McDonald House 
Classic Golf Tournament

May 2nd 

 

Grab a team and hit the links at  
RTJ Oxmoor Valley.

Heart of the House Gala
August 5th 

 

Join us at the Sheraton for drinks,  
dinner, a live and silent auction. 

Full listing of events 
and details at 

www.RMHCA.org

• 13th Annual Gasdsen Elk’s Ride to B’ham (Raised $5,501)

• 13th Annual Heart of the House Gala (Raised $146,355)

• Alabama Splash Adventure Coupons (Raised $2,639)

• Family Fun Festival & Expo
• Helena First Friday
• I Love America Celebration
• Insane Inflatable 5K (Raised $6,523)

• Kendra Gives Back at the Summit (Raised $304)

• Lovin’ #forRMHC McDonald’s Fundraiser (Raised $26,700)

• Student Leadership Council’s Open House
• RMHCA Junior Board’s Sweet Home Brews (Raised $5,639)

• RMHCA Night at the Barons’ Game

Throughout the year, Ronald McDonald House Charities of Alabama is thankful to be a part of so 
many great community events and fundraisers in addition to our own signature events. We try to be 
involved with the communities that we serve as much as possible. These events showcase just some 
of the ways we get involved and many events are not about raising funds, but raising awareness.
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Return Service Requested

Provide a Meal for the Families

Volunteer at the House or at an Event

Donate Funds Online

Host a Fundraiser

Adopt a Room to Keep a Family Close

Donate Pop Tabs for Recycling

Designate your Work Place Giving to RMHCA

Donate Wish List Items

Participate in our Red Shoe Run - Registration is OPEN!

Drop change at McDonald’s & Support Day of Change

Purchase a Specialty Car Tag

RMHCA.org/cartag

@RMHCAlabama
www.RMHCA.org

Shop using Amazon Smile
Details on our website at RMHCA.org.

Plus, your school can participate  
in Pop Tab Pandemonium!


